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.- By MARY BREASTEl Mrs. Kelvin's “Psycho peare to the ‘“Literature of
- "“0.K.,” Renee Kelvin. sof Literature” class had Chess.” :Their -experience is
“facing ‘her students froistarted Dr. Theodore I being repeated.by thousands
. carner of ‘the classroomRubin’s short novel *“Jo of students all ‘over the city.
- Eastern District High Sc the story of a.schizoph1, According to.the Board of .
ih Brooklyn, “what are slittle boy. Her class wen Education’s Bureau of Eng-
symptoms of measles?”’ to decribe Jordi's 'sympi lish, there is hardly a high
Hands shot up everywtwith a thoroughness . school in the city that does
“Frank,” . she called oshowed they had clearly « not now offer its students a
boy.in the back of the rctheir homework-—and s variety of English courses. A
. "“Big rashes,” he said 'thing more — they cle recent bureau survey indi-
. assurance. - loved the class. . cated that 62 of the city's 71 .
Mrs. Kelvin accepted Through her quest academic and comprehensive
for- symptoms of muto teach her students ho vVocational high schools now
and chickenpox. The ansvanalyze the book for its are offering at least 780 dif- .
came back as swiftly: chological lessons and fo ferent English electives,

throats, more rashes, feliterary form. Under udent Nee g
- “All right,” Mrs. Keprigk, cheerful direction, ThSt dent Needs Cited .
- asked, “What is a symptogtydents: soon became bl‘e COU;SB; range fme the
- Psychological and Literigaged in arguments over f{';‘ v:'?:t (sé‘;ee%%e%;‘:ﬁ s%i‘éﬁ?_’
A chorus of voices, author’s intentions inaj .. might call theg ridiculous
eager, told her a sympase that was half dream (best-sellers, mystery and de-
was.a sign..She wrote onhalf reality. fective novels and rock
- board: “Symptoms — s Juniors and seniors poetry). What they all are
(visible, can be detected) Eastern District are fre deéige'd to do is to impart
« . “Now,” she said, turfulfill their English req English skills to high-school
".to the class again,’ “I vments for graduation frc students through thge use of
- to know some of Jowide selection of - ele | g -
.. symptoms.” .- courses ranging from Sh:Continued on Page 55, Column 3
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‘materials 'and  methoc
really -interest them.
“It's pdart of the phil
of the day,” said Anit
head of the Bureéau ¢
lish. ‘““There is a greate
est in student needs. W
to believe that one ¢
- become an educated
without having read
‘books and having de
certain skills. Conten
“ing and ideas are n
portant now.” -
Mrs. Dore explaine
the Bureau of English
encouraging city high
to offer English el
geared to student intex
the spring of 1970 ar
the program had grow
~ “When ' Julia - Ric
High School : offered
~course . the first time, 1
ministration thought
they could scrape t«
enough students for o
tion,” she recalled. “Th
seven sections?”’
There are now 2:
schools in the city o

English courses focus

the Bible.

Other popular electi
clude creative writing
study, journalism, pla
duction, public speakis
science fiction.

- The" course selectio;
‘not-always exclude: thi
‘standard English cours
often merely suppleme;

or required courses, :

‘necessary for graduati
‘high school. And ¢

John Dewey and 1

High Schools, wher¢
than 50 English elect!
offered, students with

problems are encour:
sometimes required -
courses emphasizing
skills.. -~ -
- According to Mrs
Dewey and Hillcrest
only two high schoc
offer English electives
dents for their enti
years of study. At th
High School of Scie:
example, only aboti
sixth of the studen
take elective English «
while the majority si
the comprehensive, tr
ally required courses.

At many schools t
lish electives appear !
ulate the teachers a
as they stimulated t
dents, producing a r
riety of teaching tect

Students in a combin
lish-Social studies co
Hillcrest in Queens,
ample, are enrolled in
year program that is d
as a simulated worl
They recently condvu
mock Inquisition, putt
of their teachers on
part of their “visit” t
—a visit in which th
the poetry of Federicc
Lorca ‘and portions -
vantes’'s “Don Quix
translation. -- -

[}

speare or both.

required courses in Y. ‘When they “enterec
-skills. At its best, Mrs ern Greece, a number |
said, it combines stude were taken into cust

terests and t cause they failed to sl
strengths. | proper “identification
Mrs. ‘Dore said th They were then assig

‘statewide Regents ex read the Sophocles *'(
tion in English sti] Rex,” Euripides’s ‘‘E
termines course conte tus,” Aristotle’s ‘“[
a large extent. Four y(and  translations of.
English, whether in el mythology, Now th

Dostoevski, : Tolstoy
Katherine the Great.
' Grammar Is Offe:

But Hillcrest studer
feel they have not' m
the simpler writing sk
elect to take courses
lish grammar. And s
who are far below th
age in performance,
ever, are required to
“the Annex,” a smal
rate Sschool where r
skills are taught.

At John Dewey
School in Brooklyn, s
can study individual .
or periods of English
ture entirely on their
an independent stud
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“'visiting”’ Russia, dis

Frﬁam--supervised by the Eng-.
ish department. Or they may:
choose ‘to .take a. course on
the “Mystery and Detective
Novel”. or. one on Shake-

_John Dewey which\,_open;ed”
five years ago as the: proto-

type of the elective. system,
requires each student to take

a certain number of intro-
ductoty writing and litera-
ture courses and  requires
each to take a total of 20
English courses to graduate.
But a ‘‘course’” at John Dew-
ey ‘may last only seven
weeks. -The schedule is
changed -at the, school five
times a year. S
- The Bureau of English lists
H6 categories of courses be-
ing offered by the high
schools and 28 additional
courses in the category of
“miscellaneous,”” which In-
cludes -such offerings as
“Body Language’ James Mon-
roe High School), “Chaucer”
(Hillcrest), ‘“The Literature
of Madness'” (John Bowne)
and “Edgar Allan Poe” (Al-
exander Hamilton High
School). | | -
But the as yet unanswere

question in this new move-
ment toward electives is:
Will the new course succeed

‘where educators believe the

old ones failed?

According to WMrs. Dore,
no one really knows the an-
swer to that. She said that
the state will be evaluating
the city’s English electives

in 1976, trying to discover
whether the standard read-

ing and writing skills are be-
ing developed in the new
courses, = |

‘Drawbacks’ Are Noted

“We've had as yet no re-
port to say whether students
are doing better or worse,”
Mrs. Dore. said, -
Joseph Zogby, the chair-
man of John Dewey’s English
department, -said he felt
“there are certain penalties™
in the elective. system, how-
ever. He said he thought the
formal skills . had been some-
what neglected under the
elective system and that this
showed itself in the students’
poor spelling and by sloppy
organization of essays.

If this sort of weakness is
confirmed in the state’s eval-
ulation, what happens at

- John Dewey, where the elec-

tive system was first estab-
lished on a wide scale, may
eventually happen in the oth-
er city high schools—a re-
version to an old-fashioned
grilling in skills.
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“Psychblogy of thérature," an ‘olective lfor ]unnors and seniors at Eastern. Dlstrict ngh School 1h Hrooklyn
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